
 

Leather Care 

There is no single way to care for leather.  Just look at all the skin care products made for our skin.  Leather 
performs best when it is cared for like your skin.  In today’s market there are several fantastic oils available.  
Your best bet is to go to a saddle shop.  They will have many oils on hand to select from, and the staff can 
make a recommendation for you.  The oils we use in our shop are for sale, and you may contact us to 
determine the best oil for your needs. There are many articles on the web you can look up for helpful 
information.  These are a few thoughts…. 

Leather is like your skin.  On a dry dusty day you clean your face with warm water and a mild soap, then 
rinse your face with clear water, removing all the soap and grime.  Excess water is wiped off with a clean 
cloth, and after your skin is dry you would then apply a skin conditioner of your choice.  The dryer your skin 
the heaver oil base you apply.   

Leather can be stored for years in the right conditions.  You would not live in a hot attic or in a damp musty 
basement. If you are storing saddles and tack, keep it in a box at room temperature that has good ventilation. 
You will want a box that will keep the mice out.  To prevent mold make sure the leather is clean and has a 
very light coating of oil.  I have always heard you can put a few charcoal briquettes in a cloth bag in the box, 
and this draws the moisture and helps control the mold. 

Boots, Saddles, Tack and Harness that are used outdoors in extreme environment will need a heaver oil base, 
and most oils that have bees wax in them are great.  The most important thing is to clean and dry the leather 
first, and then apply the oil.  Leather is as delicate and durable as your skin, you would not stand in front of a 
raging fire or get into an oven to dry off.  Normal room temperature is best, with good air circulation.    

Upholstery, Clothing, Handbags, and Belts are more delicate leathers and deserve the same care.  Leather 
chairs and car upholstery exposed to intense daily sun will dry, crack and fade in color much faster than a 
chair or car seat sitting the cooler light of a shaded area.  Here you would not want to use heavy oil, but 
lighter oil made specifically for these items. 

Alligator and Lizard skins are very hard to oil.  I recommend that you just use the item, and only oil when it 
is needed.  There are a few oils on the market for reptiles.  If you have a gloss alligator or lizard, any oil you 
apply will dull the finish. Be carful when choosing your oil. 

Suede should never be oiled. To remove mud and grime, first let it dry. You can then flake dirt off, and use a 
suede brush to remove the remainder. Always brush in one direction. 

Saddle Soap The worst thing you can do to your saddle is give it a good going over with saddle soap then let 
it dry.  Like your skin, you clean with warm water and a mild soap, and then rinse with clear water removing 
all the soap and grime.  Excess water is wiped off with a clean cloth, and after it’s dry, apply a conditioner of 
your choice.   

Oils we carry in the shop are: 

Leather Therapy www.leathertherapy.com   

Skidmore’s www.skidmores.com 

Bee Natural Leather Care www.bee-natural.com 

Apple Brand Leather Care  www.leathercaresupply.com 

 


